Candida albicans is identified in most laboratories by the rapid formation of germ tubes when it is grown in human serum (Taschdjian et al, 1960) .
Demonstration of the production of germ tubes on solid media, 1 % bactopeptone in 2 % agar (Joshi and Gavin, 1974) , and the appearance of other yeasts on a variety of carbohydrate media (Joshi et al, 1975) has led to the development of a simple technique for observing germ tube production.
Material and Methods
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Results and Comments
Two hundred and fifty-seven yeasts isolated in a routine clinical laboratory were examined; 96-8 % Book reviews (249) produced germ tubes after three hours' incubation, and 15 of these strains were examined in the API Candida system. They all identified as C. albicans. The 18 germ tube negative strains were examined in the API Candida system; 11 were Torulopsis glabrata, four Candida krusei, two Candida tropicalis, and one has not yet been identified.
This technique provides a convenient and reliable method for assessing germ tube production in yeasts. The use of serum and other liquid media requires incubation in tubes, then the transfer of a drop onto a microscope slide for examination. The introduction of solid media enables the growing yeasts to be observed directly. 
